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INTRODUCTION

Our expert’s view of soft drinks in 2026

Soft drinks snapshot

Key findings

Developing markets fuel volume, while functional demand drives value creation
Top five trends in soft drinks

Top five trends uncovered

Drivers of consumer markets and impact on soft drinks

Adjacent industries and how they impact soft drinks

STATE OF THE INDUSTRY

Price-driven growth dominates, as global volumes weaken across key markets
High-income markets drive premium, functional and low-sugar soft drinks growth
Carbonates surge in value as water grows volume, while juice remains weak
Energy leads global growth; sports drinks face competition from electrolyte powders
Premium, price-led growth diverges from volume, as regions follow different paths
Functional beverages surge as innovation reshapes modern soft drink demand

COMPANIES AND PRODUCTS

Category leaders face dual pressures from premium challengers and value rivals
Functional specialists dominate fastest growing global beverage players

Bifurcation widens as both value challengers and functional specialists gain

Juice resets and hydration powders drive global launch momentum

Sustainable package and sourcing claims lift tea and coffee, despite price pressure

CHANNELS

Energy, e-commerce and discount value retail drive a mixed 2025 channel performance
E-commerce growth slows, but remains driven by Walmart and functional discovery

FUTURE OUTLOOK

Emerging regions dictate the growth story in global beverages over the period to 2030
US, China and Mexico anchor global soft drinks growth over the period to 2030

APAC growth led by bottled water, sports drinks and reduced sugar energy drinks
Reduced and zero sugar brands dominate sparkling with juice faces uncertain outlook
GST cuts reinforce India’s rising importance in global drinks outlook

Emerging market supply the volume, while mature markets depend on value creation

CONCLUSION

Rising functional and better-for-you demand creates opportunities, despite higher costs
Opportunities for growth
Our expert’s view of soft drinks to 2030

About Euromonitor International

Euromonitor International is an independent market intelligence provider. Data, insight and analysis stem from in-the-field research

spanning 210 national markets.

Content ranges from the in-depth and country-specific, to key strategic themes with a global range and significance. Products cover

a comprehensive range of insights and market data, but can be broadly categorised as:

o Strategy Briefings: Global or regional in scope, and focussing on the most important themes shaping consumer demand, the
key markets, competitive environment and future outlook across a range of industries.
e Company Profiles: Analysis dedicated to the world’s most significant companies, with detailed insight into their activities, focus
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of operations, their competitors, their geographic presence and performance.

e Country Reports: For an in-depth understanding of specific countries, whether by industry, economic metrics or consumer
trends and lifestyles. These reports cover current trends, consumer demand, market potential and future prospects, with
country-specific local insight and comprehensive data, unavailable elsewhere.

For more information on this report, further enquiries can be directed via this link www.euromonitor.com/the-world-market-for-soft-drinks/report.
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